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INTRODUCTION

The Commercial Item handbook was developed by the Office of the Secretary of Defense Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics (OSD) and designed to be a practical reference tool for use in commercial item acquisitions.  The purpose of this Handbook is to help acquisition personnel develop sound business strategies for purchase of commercial items.  The Handbook focuses on how market research and cross-competency teaming can increase the Government's cost-effective use of commercial items to meet war-fighter needs.  A quick review of the "Contents" pages i through iii will provide subjects of interest when looking for specific subject matter.  In addition, the Handbook offers suggestions on questions to ask, and it points to additional sources of information, sources of training, and available tools.  

Access to the Commercial Item Handbook is at website http://www.acq.osd.mil/ar/doc/cihandbook.pdf.  It may also be accessed at the Army Material Command website of http://www.amc.army.mil./amc/rda/rda-ap/aqntops.html, "Acquisition Tools."

Please note the Handbook requirement on page 22 for mandatory purchase from Federal Prison Industries (FPI), has been revised.  Section 811 of the National Defense Authorization Act FY02 and as implemented by Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS) Part 208.602 changed FPI products from a "mandatory source" to a requirement for comparison of the FPI product to private sector products through market research.  If the FPI product is comparable, purchase is to be made from FPI.  If the FPI product is not comparable, the activity shall use competitive procedures to acquire the product.  The activity must consider any timely offer received from FPI for award in accordance with the specifications and evaluation factors in the solicitation. 

In addition, please note the statement in paragraph entitled "Supplies" on page S-5, to review at least 3 contractor Multiple Award Schedules (MAS) for prices.  This requirement is no longer valid.  The requirement is now to "solicit adequate sources to INSURE at least 3 proposals will be received."  If 3 responses cannot be assured, all holders of MAS must be solicited.
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